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RENAMING OF FORT 
MCKAY FIREHALL

At its Tuesday, March 25 
meeting, the Council of the 
Regional Municipality of 
Wood Buffalo approved the 
renaming of the new firehall 
to the Zachary Powder 
Memorial Firehall to honour 
the memory of Fort McKay’s 
first volunteer fire chief 
Zachary Powder.
Zachary’s granddaughter 
Sophie attended the Council 
meeting to speak in favour 
of the commemoration, 
as did Ron Quintal, a past 
volunteer fire chief who 
worked with Zachary. 
Municipal Councillor 
Kendrick Cardinal also 
shared a story in chambers 
about his own experience 
fighting an out-of-control 
wildfire when the crews 
put in an emergency call 
to HQ, which promptly flew 
Zachary by helicopter to the 
site to take control of the 
firefighting operation.
The new name will be 
officially installed some time 
this summer.
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Chief Raymond Powder 
was a special guest at the 
Alberta Government’s 

announcement on funding to 
improve Alberta’s highways. 
The investment is an 
acknowledgement that Fort 
McMurray and the north of 
Alberta have faced safety issues 
in recent years due to wildfires 
and the corresponding lack 
of safe emergency routes. The 
$311 million set aside for the 
upgrading and enhancements 
will provide east-west routes as 
well as safer north-south travel.
Chief Powder noted 
the importance of the 
interconnectivity of 
communities. “This vastly 

Highway Announcements

improved corridor will enable 
our Nations to take advantage 
of new opportunities to grow 
revenues, strengthen our 
self-sufficiency, and care for 
our members. It will improve 
interprovincial access from this 
region, with access to global 
markets. Most important of all, 
it will also improve access to 
medical services and facilities 
for our remote communities, 
and improve public safety.”
In a statement, the Alberta 
Government said, “Budget 
2025 includes detailed design 
work to extend Highway 686 
between Peerless Lake and

Continued on page 2

Chief Raymond Powder addresses the honoured guests at the Alberta Highways 
investment announcement.
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Sign up for the 
FMFN App Today!
Stay updated with the latest 
community news and get 
important community
notifications simply by
downloading the Fort McKay 
First Nation App on your
iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

Never miss an update and 
download the app now!

FMFN LEADERSHIP TEAM
Raymond Powder, Chief
David Bouchier, Councillor
Crystal McDonald, Councillor
Bobby Shott, Councillor
Melinda Stewart, Councillor

Scot Hutton 
Chief Administrative Officer

Alvaro Pinto 
Vice President of Oilsands  
Development & Sustainability

ADMINISTRATION DEPT.
Dorothy McDonald Business  
Centre, General Delivery,
Fort McKay, AB T0P 1C0

Phone: 780-828-2430

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Thursday:  
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Closed daily: 12 - 1 p.m.

SUBMISSIONS
If you have any photos, stories or 
ideas for the Red River Current, 
please contact us via email at:  
communications@fortmckay.com

GET IT ON 

� Google Play 

HOW TO GET THE APP 

0 Scan the QR code above or visit
the App Store or Google Play 
Store and Search 'Fort McKay 
First Nation' 

Tap 'Register' under 
'Member Login' 

Fill out your information and 
press 'Register' 

• NEWS
• EVENTS
• SURVEYS
• JOB OPENINGS• • Click the verification link in 

your email address Download the free app today 

NEVER MISS 
AN UPDATE!
GET THE APP
The app uses state-of-the-art technology 
to notify Fort McKay First Nation members 
of breaking news, documents, videos,  
and events, instantly delivered via push 
notifications.

CHIEF AND COUNCIL NEWS
Continued from page 1 
Fort McMurray, adding 
a new egress route and 
providing new capacity for 
the movement of energy 
products, heavy equipment, 
and the delivery of goods and 
services to communities in 
the region. The new Highway 
686 alignment will extend the 
highway by 218 kilometres, 
creating a new east-west 
highway link to connect 
northern Alberta communities 
and to support economic 
development across the 
region.”
Chief Powder was an honoured 
guest at the announcement, in 
Wabasca-Desmarais, alongside 
Devin Dreeshen, Minister of 
Transportation and Economic 
Corridors, Chief Gilbert 
Okemow of Peerless  Trout 
First Nation, Chief Ivan Sawan 
of Loon River First Nation, and 
Chief Andy Alook of Bigstone 
Cree Nation.
Afterwards, Chief Powder 
said he is hopeful for the 
economic prospects for 

Indigenous communities 
along Highway 686 and 
praised the collaboration 
between the province and 
First Nations on the project. 
“A more direct route that 
links the highway from 
northeastern to northwestern 
Alberta will actually make 
quite a tremendous savings 
in the economy, and also in 
money that will support and 
increase the flow of goods and 
services,” he said. “For us, this 
is an exciting time and a great 
opportunity. Major projects 
in traditional territories 
must balance responsible 
development with respect 
for the land and the people 
who live with it. I appreciate 
the province’s collaborative 
commitment to work with 
First Nations to develop the 
Highway 686 corridor. This 
funding announcement is an 
important step forward. We 
expect to see tremendous 
benefits – not just in improved 
access but in long-term 
economic development 
opportunities for our Nations.”

Chief Raymond Powder is standing with Devin Dreeshen, Minister of Transportation 
and Economic Corridors, Chief Gilbert Okemow of Peerless Trout First Nation,  
Chief Ivan Sawan from Loon River First Nation and Chief Andy Alook of Bigstone 
Cree Nation.
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CHIEF AND COUNCIL NEWS FORT MCKAY 
HEALTH CENTRE

Clinic Dates:
Dr Galipeau - April 7th - 10th 
Dr Taiwo - April 22nd - 24th  
PCN Nurse - Every Mon & Wed

Please call in advance if you
need to make an appointment
with Dr. O’Connor or Charlene.

Immunizations:
Contact the Health Centre to
make an appointment with
the Public Health Nurse.

For more information on 
other services offered at the 
Health Centre, please contact 
the centre at 780.828.2450.

FORT MCKAY
106.3 FM

FORT MCKAY
EMPLOYMENT &
TRAINING

The Employment and
Training Centre is there to
help you with creating/
updating resumes, searching
for and applying for jobs, and
offering support for
employment and training.

For more information or to
make an appointment,
please contact the office at
780.828.2478.

STAY up to date with
the latest  music and news!!

Listening to Fort McKay’s 
community radio station!

www.fortmckayfm.com

Listen LIVE @ fortmckayfm
.com

Chief Powder meets with the Minister of 
Mental Health and Addiction

Chief Powder met with the Minister of Mental Health and 
Addiction, Dan Williams, on Friday, February 28 in Fort 
McMurray. Minister Williams traveled to Fort McMurray to 

talk about how to improve treatment and recovery programs 
for Indigenous people struggling with substance abuse when 
these programs do not include a cultural component. Tany 
Yao, MLA for Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo, hosted the meeting 
in his constituency office. Chief Powder and Minister Williams 
discussed access, funding, and follow-up, and Minister Williams 
promised to keep Fort McKay an integral party to all future 
discussions. Chief Powder has asked staff to work with the 
Minister’s Office to explore opportunities. 
The Ministry of Mental Health and Addictions has been tasked 
with implementing Alberta’s mental health and addiction 
strategy which focuses on the fact that recovery is possible, no 
matter what addiction or mental health challenge someone 
may face. The province has also established a new mental health 
and addiction agency, Recovery Alberta, which is funded and 
overseen by the Ministry of Mental Health and Addiction.

Left to right: Tany Yao, MLA for Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo, Chief Powder, and Dan 
Williams, Minister of Mental Health and Addiction.
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The The annual winter 
festival continues to be 
a growing success story. 

FMFN Cultural Advisor Aubrey 
Redcrow was delighted with 
the turnout and participation 
and had a vast list of volunteers 
and workers to thank, 
unfortunately too long for this 
posting. Among the many 
highlights: there were forty-
four entries in the Queen and 
King of the North competition 
and twenty challengers for 
the jigging event. A special 
thank you to the Judges for the 
evening, Rory, Jimmy, and Chief 
Raymond, and more thanks to 
the lunch caterers, the health 
team, and to Evelyn Boucher 
for the supper.
Events throughout the day 
included archery, snow snake, 
moose calling, Bannock and 
tea making, sled pull, Indian leg 

Fort McKay Winter Festival 2025

wrestling and, of course,  
the jigging.
Among the many prizewinners: 
Patience Grandjambe and 
Creedon Gladue won the 
bicycles, Sheldon Shott took 
home the Kuma chairs and 
fire pit, and the following 
were winners in the  varied 
King and Queen age groups:- 
Lorraine Albert, Barbara 
Faichney, Gabe Desjarlais, 

Leona Grandjambe, Kevin 
Boucher, Brenda Tourangeau, 
Rebecca Fabian, Exzander 
Lacorde, Kristie Grandjamb, 
Josh Orr, Ryan Grandjamb, 
Damien Richards, Justice 
Berens, Tanner Dussion, Malibu 
Chartrand, Shakiya Kadachuks, 
Royal White, Kayla Monkman, 
Harley Gladue, Katani Berard, 
Jay Jay Mercredi Orr, Solomon 
McGilvery, Creedon Gladue, 
Bella Faichney, Tyler Berard, 
Tasia Shott, Aurora Grandjamb, 
Brian Faichney, Claire Alook, 
Brenda Tourangeau, Elissa 
Whiteknife, Leona Grandjambe, 
Shelley Cyprien, Domonic 
Shott, Malibu Chartrand, 
Patience Grandjambe, and Mila 
Fitzpatrick.
Well done to everyone who 
competed, watched and 
volunteered. See you all  
next year.



COMMUNITY EVENTS NEWS

FORT MCKAY 
ELDERS BINGO!

Date
Thursdays

Time
Noon - 2:00 pm

Location
Elders Centre

Call Peggy for cards at
780-598-3575.

CFWE RADIO BINGO

Date
Mondays and Saturdays

Time
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Location
Fort McKay Radio
Canada

Listen LIVE @ fortmckayfm
.com
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FORT MCKAY STAFF NEWS

Fort McKay First Nation Chief and Council are pleased to introduce our new Chief Administrative 
Officer, Scot Hutton.
Scot was born and raised in Calgary before moving to Vancouver at the age of 17 to attend 

the University of British Columbia, where he completed both an undergraduate and a master’s 
degree in interdisciplinary communications. During his time 
at UBC, Scot worked at the Anthropology Museum, where 
he had the opportunity to meet and learn from numerous 
Indigenous Elders, Artists, and Leaders. This experience 
inspired him to pursue a career path over the next 20 years 
focused on working with and for Indigenous communities 
across British Columbia, Alberta, and Ontario.
Scot has taught First Nations Studies at Vancouver Island 
University and held executive-level roles with both the British 
Columbia and Alberta governments in Energy, Regulatory, 
and Indigenous Relations. He has also worked in the forestry, 
mining, and energy sectors, including oil, gas, pipeline, 
hydrogen, carbon sequestration, and geothermal.
In his personal life, Scot has two children currently attending 
university, he enjoys a range of physical activities including a 
wide range of sports, as well as gardening and woodworking.
Scot will be stars work on April 7th.
Welcome, Scot!

Introducing our new Chief Administrative 
Officer Scot Hutton

Congratulations to Aryia Boucher

Fort McKay First Nation 
congratulates Aryia 
Boucher whose Premier 

Academy Renegades Team 
Under 12 Prep Plus Level 1 
won first place at the Rise up 
Cheer Challenge, held at the 
West Edmonton Mall this past 
weekend.
This follows from the team 
coming 4th in January at 
the Cold Snap Classic, also in 
Edmonton. Both competitions 
are sanctioned by the Alberta 
Cheerleading Association, 
which also hosts the ACA 
Provincial Championships 
every year, and can lead to the 
Nationals, then the Worlds.
Well done, Ayria. Onward and 
upward.
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COMMUNITY MEMBERS NEWS

Fort McKay Northwind Dancers and Drummers lead 
Holy Trinity to Provincial Victory

The Fort McKay Northwind 
Dancers and Drummers 
were invited to perform 

at the Opening Ceremonies of 
the Boys Provincial Basketball 
Tournament at Holy Trinity high 
school in Fort McMurray.
The Knights were playing for 
their second consecutive Pro-
vincial high school champi-
onship, having also won the 
tourney in 2024. This time, in 
front of a home audience and a 
packed gymnasium, the team 
from Holy Trinity came back 
from twenty points down to tie 
the game in regulation before 
winning in overtime.
The Dancers and Drummers 
were honoured to perform 
and take part in such an 
amazing event. We’re not 
saying they were key to the win, 
but they certainly put on an 

inspiring demonstration at the 
commencement.
Fort McKay First Nation Cultural 
Advisor Audrey Redcrow 
said after the event, “It was 
an honour to be invited to 
perform as part of the opening 
ceremonies. Thank you to 
RMWB Indigenous Liaison 
Allison Flett for inviting us,  
and well done to all the players 
and teams.”
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COMMUNITY EVENTS NEWS

Audrey Redcrow, Fort McKay First Nation’s 
Cultural Advisor, reported on the recent 
Dene Hand Games Tournament, which 

took place in the Band Hall.
“We had 53 competitors enter the games,” she 
told us. “There were 8 Adult and 2 Youth Teams. 
In addition, we had over a hundred spectators in 
the hall, so it was a very well-attended and lively 
event.”

The results were as follows:
Youth 15 and Under Category
Champions - Bad Rezz Kids
Emma Proulx, Gracie Dyson, Scarlett McClure, 
Samara Donofrio
2nd Place - Good Rezz Kids
Patience Grandjambe, Ryleigh Block, Amelia 
Powder, Levon Grandjambe
Adult 16+ Category
Champions - Teepee Crawlers
Leon Grandjambe, Garren McKay, Malibu 
Chartrand, Sydney Badger

2nd Place - McKay Chippers
Garnet Ahyasou, Jessie Flett, Christian Stewart, 
Mitch Janvier
3rd Place - Ghost Riders
Kaya, Briana, Kurri Fontaine, Shane Fontaine
4th Place - Smokin Aunties
Maureen Grandjambe, Nicole Fraser, Rebecca 
Fabian, April Mercredi
5th Place - Rezz Rockets
Savannah Dyson, Blake, Joley Grandjambe, Sadi 
Gladue, Ben
6th Place - 467
Mikeela Cooper, Matayah Cooper, Ray Jr 
Cardinal, Mandy Mercredi
Non-Qualifying Teams - Thank you for 
participating.
FCB (Fort Chip Boys) - Colby Courtorielle, Tyrell 
Marcel, Markus Waquan, Kailen Marten
Put Together - Leona Grandjambe, Keon 
Grandjambe, Ryan Grandjambe, Rusty 
Grandjambe, Geanna Grandjambe
Thank you to our caterer Suzanne McDonald 
and her team for the wonderful food. Thanks to 
all who volunteered to help judge, tidy up, and 
make our guests feel welcomed. These events 
are not possible without the help and support 
of our staff and volunteers. Thank you also to all 
the players who came out to enjoy our event. We 
hope you enjoyed your time here in Fort McKay.
Thanks again everyone for coming out, and we 
look forward to seeing you all at the next event.

Audrey Redcrow, Fort McKay First Nation’s 
Cultural Advisor, reported on the recent 
Dene Hand Games Tournament, which 

took place in the Band Hall.
“We had 53 competitors enter the games,” she 
told us. ‘There were 8 Adult and 2 Youth Teams. 
In addition, we had over a hundred spectators in 
the hall, so it was a very well-attended and lively 
event.”

Audrey Redcrow, Fort McKay First Nation’s 
Cultural Advisor, reported on the recent 
Dene Hand Games Tournament, which 

took place in the Band Hall.
“We had 53 competitors enter the games,” she 
told us. ‘There were 8 Adult and 2 Youth Teams. 

Dene Hand Games Tournament
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COMMUNITY EVENTS NEWS
FORT MCKAY 
CULTURAL PROGRAMS 
AND EVENTS

DANCER AND DRUMMER
PERFORMANCES

•	Traditional Healing Assistance

•	Round Dance / Dene Dance

•	Cultural Workshops

•	Moose Lake Camps & Events

•	Casual employment  
	 Opportunities

CREE & DENE CLASSES

Every Tuesday Cree class
on Zoom.

Every Wednesday Dene class
on Zoom.

To register, contact
culture@fortmckay.com

If you would like to be a
volunteer or be a Resource
Worker for some of our
programs or events, please 
submit an email, please include 
what events you are interested 
in, or what skill sets you can
provide. First priority will be 
given to community members.

For more information about 
our upcoming programs, 
please contact:

Audrey Redcrow
Fort McKay First Nation  
Cultural Advisor 
780-215-1458
culture@fortmckay.com

Women’s Wellness Month

The Family Support Centre hosted a Women’s Wellness 2025 
program recently. Every Thursday had a different event; 
Paint Night, Cake Decorating, Hair Barrette Beading, and 

Bingo, As well as snacks and refreshments, there was a chance 
to wn a prize for everyone who attended all four events. Judging 
by the photos here, it would seem that the events were enjoyed 
by everybody who attended, and the skills on show, especially at 
paint night, were quite impressive.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS NEWS

RCMP Cultural Awareness Training

Recently, the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police 
came to Fort McKay 

to take part in a Cultural 
Awareness meeting with 
members of the Fort McKay 
First Nation. The purpose was 
to share teachings and values 
with the police, to promote 
a better understanding 
of the community, and to 
help relationship building 
between members and those 
who protect and serve our 
community.
After Councillor Bobby Shott 
welcomed everyone, he 
spoke about ‘What is Treaty,’ 
telling those gathered that 
it is an agreement between 
two sovereign nations, in 
Canada most often between 
the Crown and First Nations. 
Treaties provide a framework 
for living together and sharing 
the land that Indigenous 
peoples traditionally occupied, 

and these agreements are 
the foundation for ongoing 
cooperation and partnerships 
on the road to continued 
reconciliation.
With this as an important 
starting point, the conversation 
then moved to the importance 
of culture, heritage, and 
tradition within Fort McKay 
First Nation. 
This is the first time that such a 
program has taken place, and 
the officers were grateful for 
the time taken to help bridge 
the awareness gap. There was 
also time for Elders, community 
members, and local bylaw and 
peace officers to ask questions 
of the RCMP officers and vice 
versa. 
Later that evening, the 
Mounties took part in the pink 
shirt anti-bullying event, also 
held in the Band Hall, before 
a special meet and greet with 

Chief and Council to introduce 
Sergeant Larry McDonald 
as the Wood Buffalo RCMP 
detachment’s newest member 
of their Indigenous liaison 
team.
The RCMP maintain a presence 
in the community, working 
closely with the FMFN 
Protective Services team of 
local law-enforcement and 
peace officers. In addition, they 
take part in major community 
parades and events such as 
Treaty Days and the Pow Wow 
weekend, adding a touch of 
colour in their famous red 
serge uniforms. The RCMP 
hope to continue to maintain a 
quiet, encouraging presence in 
the community, as evidenced 
by their attendance at the 
recent Drum Dance. Expect 
to see more of them over the 
summer.
Corporal Jamie Budgell, the 
RCMP Indigenous liaison 
officer, thanked FMFN for the 
chance to learn and engage 
with the Nation, and hoped 
there would be the opportunity 
for more such learnings in the 
future.
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FORT MCKAY MEMBERS NEWS

Fort McKay First Nation band member Ryett 
Laurent and the Fort McMurray Outlaws 
hockey team won the U9 Premier Hockey 

League (PHL) Tier 1 championship this past 
weekend in Trochu, Alberta. Ryett finished as 
the leading scorer of the season with 114 points, 
87 goals and 27 assists, and was named one 
of the league’s All-Stars. The Premier Hockey 
League is the highest age group competition 
and includes teams from all across the province. 
Games take place, tournament style, on 
weekends, when the entire league gathers at a 
venue and plays out a round of matches. Over 
the season, Ryett and his family have put in the 
miles, with long trips to Cold Lake, Lloydminster, 
Lethbridge, and Medicine Hat, among others.
“We are so proud of him,” said his mother, 
Katelyn Willier. “He’s practiced hard all season 
long and he loves his hockey so much. He’s really 
dedicated.”
Congratulations, Ryett.

Well done Ryett!
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COMMUNITY EVENTS NEWS

St. Patrick’s Day Community Dinner

The St. Patrick’s Day Community Dinner, Bingo and Musical 
Entertainment event in the Band Hall was held on Monday, 
March 17th, the feast day of Saint Patrick. And while there 

were no snakes needing to be driven anywhere, many of the 
community became Irish for the evening with the ‘wearing of the 
green’ prominent among those in attendance. And you didn’t 
need the luck of the Irish to win something as there were plenty 
of prizes to be won in the ticket draw, as can be seen from these 
photos.
Later on, the featured band of the evening, Carom, persuaded the 
dancers up on the floor and entertained with music, old and new, 
for everyone, old and young. 
The First St. Patrick’s Day parade in North America is mentioned 
in Spanish colonial records as taking place in St. Augustine, 
Florida, in 1601. Its popularity increased with the Irish diaspora of 
the 19th Century, and although the combined island population 
of Eire and Northern Ireland is currently only about seven million, 
there are close to five million Canadians and over sixty million 
Americans who claim Irish descent. Small wonder it’s such a 
popular day.
Thanks to all the organizers for a great community evening.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS NEWS
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YOUTH EVENTS NEWS

March Youth Programs Report
If you keep an eye on the FMFN weekly 

calendar or social media, you can’t help 
but notice that there is never a shortage 

of activities for the youth in the community. 
The team at the youth centre can be proud of 
all their hard work, and a random sample of 
what’s been available already in 2025 includes, 
in no particular order: fitness classes and gym 
training, art club, candle making, collage vision 
board making, drop in workouts, movie nights, 
tie dyeing, video games, slime making, beaded 
lanyards, drum lessons; as well as sports lessons 
and practices for volleyball, football, basketball, 
baseball, boxing, hockey, skiing, snowboarding, 
and hiking.
Whew.
One of the most popular events is cupcake 
decorating, possibly because the results are 
consumed almost as fast as they are made. As 
you can tell by these photos, it seems like a lot of 
fun.
Congratulations to youth centre manager 
Sarah Callin and all the team who present this 
programming for the youth.
We’ve included some more photos from all the 
excellent youth centre programming, taken at 
the Pride YMM - BINGO Night, Winterfest, the 
Rock Climbing excursion to Mac Island, and the 
Youth Sports Night at Elsie Fabian school.
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YOUTH EVENTS NEWS
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Day Date Event Details
Every 
Mon

April 7 to  
April 28

Drop in Workout at the Youth Centre 
4:30pm - 9:00pm

Ages 12-18. Contact Katara at  
780-972-9810

Every 
Mon

April 7 to  
April 28

NA & AA Support Groups, every  
Monday in Fort McMurray

Transport leaves the Band hall at 7:00pm. 
Contact Stephanie at 780-215-3709

Every 
Tues

April 8 to  
April 29

Cree Online Classes, 6:00pm - 7:30pm, 
Instructor Edith Orr

Register through Audrey at  
culture@fortmckay.com

Every 
Tues

April 8 to  
April 29

Youth Sports, 6:00pm - 7:00pm at 
Elsie Fabian School Contact Katara, 780-972-9810

Every 
Wed

April 9 to  
April 30

Dene Online Classes, 6:00pm - 
7:30pm, Instructor Janette Flett-Jones

Register through Audrey at  
culture@fortmckay.com

Every 
Wed

April 9 to  
April 30

Light Exercise Program - Rest, Stretch 
and Relax, 1:00pm

Transport Provided. Call Trinda  
780-215-0478

Every 
Thur

April 10 to 
April 24

Open Gym at the School Gym - Enter 
through the Side Door

7:15pm - 9:15pm Contact Number is  
780-215-5276

Mon & 
Wed

April 2 to  
April 30

Influenza and Covid Vaccines in the 
Health Centre Call 780-828-4229 for information
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